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On November 14th, AISV Speech and Debate team left Vilnius for the CEESA Speech and Debate 

tournament on a journey to Saint Petersburg by train. After a long 17-hour train trip, we arrived in Saint 

Petersburg, where after getting off the train and giving our luggage to the hosting school, we went to visit the 

Hermitage where we saw many impressive and important pieces of art. Our time was up after four hours of 

wandering in the Hermitage, and we were driven to the International school of Saint Petersburg. There, we were 

picked up by our host families with whom we enjoyed spending our evenings. When the first day of 

competition came on Saturday, the day after we arrived, everybody was nervous. Nobody knew how tough the 

competition would be, and there were many new faces among the participants. 

 

After the first round of speech and debate we learned what the tournament was going to be like this year. 

On Saturday we were to participate in three rounds of debate and two of another subject that we chose. At the 

end of the day, after five long rounds, we were invited to the school cafeteria, where we took part in fun 

activities and got a chance to taste national Russian dishes. The next day, the finals took place. Unfortunately, 

nobody from our school got the chance to compete in the finals.  

 

The trip to Saint Petersburg was excellent. We received a chance to spend time with a family that lives 

in Russia, we were allowed to participate in a speech and debate tournament, and we also managed to tour the 

city. We are thankful to our school and coordinators for organizing this trip as it was a great, culturally and 

educationally enriching journey. 

 

 

 



 
 

by Aleksandras 

 

I was at CEESA High School Speech and Debate which was a very useful and educational experience. 

Although it was not my first time in Russia, it was my first time being in Saint Petersburg. The city itself is like  

the history book of architecture. The center of the city is made of old buildings which are colorful and 

decorative.  At the very center of the city stands its pride - the Hermitage. I visited the Hermitage which varies 

from the old Egyptian artifacts to the more modern Claude Monet paintings. We were most impressed by the 

museum itself and its size - almost unimaginable that somebody once used to live there. 

Another important part of the city which we visited on the very last day of our trip was the Catherine’s 

Palace. A remarkable palace! Afterwards our group explored the city on its own.  Though the city was very 

windy, we still managed to visit the 4th largest church in the world, another interesting architectural example.  

As far as the Speech and Debate tournament goes, it provided us with unique experience. In general, the 

teams were very strong, and as the tournament progressed, the matches got more and more interesting. Though 

the debate was the most important part of the event, other events like original oratory and oral interpretation 

where also of an important value with much charm as well. A take-home message for me was that the trip was 

very educational and enriched our experiential inventory. My skills at finding opponent argument flaws and 

expanding on them have greatly increased. 

On the last note, a big thank you goes to my host parents who were very understanding, and a lot of fun 

to be around; who were also wonderful conversational companions and who took a splendid care of us.  

Finally, as for my consideration on leading a lower school debate club, I’d gladly accept the preposition, 

for I’m very excited to continue polishing my debate skills. I have no doubt there is a better way than leading a 

debate club. 

 

 


